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MWRA ADVISORY BOARD APPLAUDS REPRESENTATIVE FALLON FOR HIS ROLE IN DOUBLING DEBT SERVICE ASSISTANCE IN THE HOUSE BUDGET

The MWRA Advisory Board commended Representative Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden) for his role in securing $25 million in Sewer Rate Relief Funds (debt service assistance) in the House version of the Fiscal Year 2007 budget.  This victory follows on the heals of Governor Romney's decision not to include debt service assistance (DSA) in his House 2 version of the budget and a scathing letter by Lt. Governor Healey chastising House members for supporting Debt Service Assistance. 

Thanks in large part to Representative Fallon’s advocacy, the House Ways & Means Committee doubled the line item in its budget, and it was preserved during this week's floor debates.  “We are looking forward to sustaining that level of funding in the Senate,” said Advisory Board Executive Director Joseph Favaloro.


MWRA is expected to be eligible for approximately $18.75 million of the $25 million statewide debt service assistance allocation, which will have an immediate and substantial impact on local communities’ assessments.  “Without the strong voices of key legislators, such as Representative Fallon, MWRA ratepayers would be facing a 9.8% wholesale rate increase,” stated Katherine Dunphy, Chairwoman of the MWRA Advisory Board.  Receipt of its share of DSA will enable the MWRA to reduce assessments to a much lower increase of 5.83%. 
Mr. Favaloro added, “Debt service assistance is a critical element in advancing long-term rate stability.  We were gravely disappointed by the actions of Governor Romney and Lt. Governor Healey who continue to ignore the plight of MWRA water and sewer ratepayers.  We are grateful to Representative Fallon for helping to double these critically important funds.” 

The Advisory Board will be looking to Representative Fallon for support as it rallies to maintain the $25 million in the Senate versions of the Fiscal Year 2007 budget.  “I feel the debt service line item is plays a critical role in providing our ratepayers with relief at a time when fees for other local services are going up,” stated Representative Fallon. 


The Advisory Board is comprised of representatives from each of the sixty MWRA-serviced communities.  It is the objective of the Advisory Board to represent the interests of ratepayers by advocating for pro-ratepayer legislation.
