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EDITORIAL
The Legislature for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts should not follow the example established recently by Congress as to how to address the economic crises as it specifically affects the citizens of Massachusetts.

The Legislature must take action to address the ongoing effects of our national economic downturn.  As state legislators, we have been watching these developments long enough to understand it is imperative to act immediately and in a responsible way.

The Governor has asked all state agencies, along with the Constitutional Officers and the Judiciary, to cut their respective budget by seven percent (7%).  The Senate and House of Representatives needs to go even further than this request by reducing the Commonwealth collective budget for FY09 by ten percent (10%), sending $9.1 million back to the General Fund.
Furthermore, the Legislature should utilize the Rainy Day Fund by way of amortization over the next five (5) years.  Depending on the market on any given day, the Rainy Day Fund is holding approximately $2 Billion.  The purpose of this Fund is to be used during times like we are experiencing now:  to offset revenue deficits.  Nationally renowned economists are forecasting a 3 to 5 year recovery (turnaround) time table for the national economy.  Along with budget cuts, the approximately 500 million dollar deficit along with the Rainy Day fund should be utilized and invaded; therefore to address the part of this deficit that is not fully and adequately addressed by these budget modifications.  The recent action by the Legislature regarding the sale of revenue bonds is only a short term solution that will give the Governor and Legislature time to determine how budget cuts will least effect the people of Massachusetts.  Taxes and fees will not be increased in the Commonwealth with my vote in order to address revenue shortfalls; and therefore with a combination of “tightening our belts” and using a linear amortization schedule over the next five (5) years with the rainy day account are my initial recommendations to address our states budget deficit.

As a State Representative, I agree with the Governor on the need to make cuts now across state agencies pursuant to his statutory authority and I will cooperate with his office in that effort and in continuing efforts to find greater savings and efficiencies in state government.  However, if given the opportunity, I will not vote to allow the Governor to reduce municipal aid to cities and towns as part of his budget cuts.

To my constituents, common sense resolutions can address the current deficit while still preserving public safety, public education and other public services.  This deficit can be addressed efficiently if politics is removed from the process.

