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“Global Warming Bill, S. 2516, to Reduce Pollution in MA”


Representative Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden) announced this past week his unqualified support for Senate Bill 2516, or “the Global Warming Bill,” which would direct Massachusetts to join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) and crack down on global warming pollution from the state’s power plants.


Global warming is fueling the spread of disease in areas unprepared for such epidemics.  This is due to warmer winters that enable disease carriers such as mice and ticks to expand their range and create serious health threats.  

According to a report by the Heinz Center for Science, Economics and the Environment, a least a quarter of the houses within 500 feet of the United States coast may be lost to rising seas by the year 2060.  Remedies such as sea walls to shield beachfront buildings and homes and artificial infusions of sand onto eroding beaches are seen as unattractive solutions.  Few people want to see their towns walled off and surrounded by water, and maintaining eroding beaches is difficult and costly.  Scientists believe that a gradual retreat from the coast is the favorable solution, but real estate interests and their political allies have yet to begin such a move.

Scientists also expect global warming to cause more deadly heat waves, more damaging storms, more smog pollution, and numerous other serious problems that will threaten our health, environment, and economy.

Representative Fallon stated:  “Global warming is a serious issue because it affects everyone.  This Global Warming Bill will reduce air pollution associated with the ever-growing problem of global warming, and therefore, possibly delay or even halt its mounting global effects.  The Massachusetts legislature needs to be environmentally responsible and pass this bill in an effort to curb air pollution and its irreparable consequences.”

Eight Northeast states have already signed this compact: Vermont, Connecticut, New York, Maryland, Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Delaware.  
