For Immediate Release:



CONTACT:
July 14, 2005 






Tara Murphy








(617) 722-2430 
House Votes to Make Tracking Criminals Easier
(Boston)  The House of Representatives, along with State Rep. Fallon (D-Malden), voted unanimously this week to enhance public safety in Massachusetts by more effectively tracking criminals who cross state lines.
If approved in the Senate and signed by the Governor, the Commonwealth will be the final state to participate in the Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision program which requires other states to notify Massachusetts if out-of-state probationers and parolees move here.  The program gives state officials the authority to track, supervise, and when necessary, return felons to the state responsible for their supervision.

“The overwhelming support for this legislation is proof that the House of Representatives is committed to keeping our streets and neighbors safe and secure,” said Rep. Fallon.  “Joining the interstate compact will allow Massachusetts to keep tabs on approximately 250,000 offenders crossing state lines every year.  I am hopeful that the Senate and Governor will follow our lead by endorsing this commonsense legislation as quickly as possible.”

  The Council of State Governments, in collaboration with the National Institute of Corrections, oversees the compact.  Massachusetts currently has temporary transfer and notification offender agreements with nine other states.
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