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REPRESENTATIVES FALLON AND DONATO ANNOUCE THAT AT THE CONCLUSION OF “JOB GROWTH” LISTENING TOUR, HOUSE BEGINS WORK ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE
(Boston)   After conducting more than 30 hours of public hearings across the state, the Massachusetts House of Representatives has concluded its “Job Growth” Listening Tour and is hard-at-work preparing a comprehensive economic development package, State Rep. Christopher Fallon (D-Malden) announced today.

“Rather than tell business and civic leaders what they need, my colleagues and I actually asked them what we can do to make Massachusetts more business-friendly,” said Rep. Fallon.  “We learned a tremendous amount from listening to their concerns and their ideas.  The information we gathered will greatly assist our efforts to assemble legislation that creates jobs and encourages business growth.”

The House began the tour on March 24th, stopping first in Pittsfield then traveling to Springfield, Worcester, Fall River and Lawrence before holding its final hearing in Boston on May 12th.  Top among concerns aired across the Commonwealth are the soaring costs of health care; the state’s byzantine permitting process; and the need for workforce development and training.  Members will spend the next several weeks crafting an economic development package which the full House will likely consider by the end of next month.

“The House has always placed a high-value on maintaining an open line of communication with our partners in the business community,” said Rep. Donato.  “The revenue generated from the jobs they create allows us to pay for the programs that improve people’s lives.  In light of the fiscal constraints we continue to face, it is critical to keep this dialogue going so together we can make Massachusetts fertile ground for job creation and economic development.”
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