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                                    PLEASE CONTACT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                          
     
TARA MURPHY (617) 722-2430
Boston – The City of Malden will receive an increase of $2.7 million dollars in state funding this year through the Chapter 70 and local aid programs. Chapter 70 is the major source of state aid to public elementary and secondary schools. In addition to providing state aid to support school operations, it also establishes minimum spending requirements for each school district and minimum requirements for each municipality’s share of school costs. During the recent FY’06 budget debate, both the House and Senate increased Chapter 70 funding by $105.6 million, guaranteeing, at minimum, that each district receive an increase of at least $50 per pupil. Not only will this allow all school districts in the Commonwealth to maintain spending at or above the foundation level, it will also provide the first increase in Chapter 70 aid in several years for many communities. 
“I am very satisfied that the Commonwealth continues to recognize the needs of our City, and the many programs that enhance the quality of life for all its citizens” said Representative Fallon (D-Malden).

"I am pleased to report that the Malden Public Schools will receive a $2.7 million increase in state funding this year through the Chapter 70 program," said Senator Tisei (R-Wakefield).  "Even during the worst of the fiscal crisis, Malden continued to receive substantial increases each and every year from this account.  As a result, the Malden Public Schools have made significant progress in improving the quality of education provided to all students."
Along with the increase in Ch. 70, the previously levelly funded lottery aid has been increased by nearly $1 million. This account distributes proceeds from state lottery back to cities and towns throughout the state. Money is distributed on a per capita (per person) basis and is used to support essential local services. 
The City of Malden will receive $5.5 million from this local aid account. These funds are unrestricted and can be used by the City as local officials deem necessary. This local aid account serves communities primarily in the Greater Boston area and was level funded this year. 
In total the City of Malden alone will receive $46 million local aid. 
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	FY'05
	FY'06
	Difference

	Chater 70
	$29,763,735
	$32,462,866
	$2,699,131

	Additional Assistance
	$5,586,730
	$5,586,730
	Level Funded

	Lottery Aid
	$7,454,621
	$8,399,131
	$944,510
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