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State awards $500,000 parks grant to Malden

Funds will be used to refurbish Macdonald Stadium


MALDEN – Malden’s State House delegation joined with Mayor Richard C. Howard today to announce the awarding of a $500,000 state parks grant to the city for the rehabilitation of Macdonald Stadium.

The Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) approved the funding through its Urban Self-Help Program.  The money will be used to pay for the installation of a synthetic, multi-purpose field at Macdonald Stadium, which is home to the Malden High School football, girls and boys track, and soccer teams.  The total project cost is estimated at $1,131,769.
“On behalf of the entire delegation, I want to congratulate Mayor Howard and his staff for filing a successful application to secure this funding,” said Senate Minority Leader Richard R. Tisei.  “When all is said and done, the city will have a much-improved athletic facility that can be enjoyed year-round by the students and residents of Malden.”

“Thanks to the hard work of our legislative delegation, Malden once again will receive some significant funding to invest in its recreational system,” said Mayor Howard.  “Malden boasts some of the finest recreational offerings in the state, and we take great pride in the various amenities that we can offer our local athletes.”
Located on a 4.39 acre site in downtown Malden bordered by Pearl Street, Route 60 and Commercial Street, Macdonald Stadium has been owned by the city since 1910.

“Macdonald Stadium is a major asset to our city,” noted Representative Fallon. “Both Mayor Howard and (head operational engineer) Joe Levine deserve a great deal of credit in being able to maintain this facility and making it available as a recreational destination for the residents of Malden.  This grant by the state is in recognition of their continued efforts in this regard.”

The synthetic athletic field planned for Macdonald Stadium will be the fourth such field constructed by the city with Urban Self-Help funds.  Malden previously received $556,000 from the state to build two synthetic fields at Pine Banks Park on the Malden-Melrose line, and another $500,000 for the construction of a similar synthetic field at Maplewood Park.

“This grant is yet another example of a Malden project that will primarily benefit the city’s youth.  I applaud Mayor Howard and his staff for their efforts,” said Representative Donato.

“Echoing the comments of my colleagues, I’d also like to congratulate Mayor Howard and his entire staff for their success in securing these funds for the City of Malden,” added Representative Smith.

A total of 21 grants worth approximately $7.8 million were issued by EOEEA through the Urban Self-Help Program this year.  Communities had to submit a detailed application by July 31 to be considered, with grants awarded following a competitive review process.
As with all Urban Self-Help grants, Malden will receive it’s funding over a two-year period.  Typically, communities use the money to help pay for planning and design costs in the first year and actual construction costs in the second year.
Established 30 years ago, the Urban Self-Help Program provides financial assistance to communities seeking to renovate existing municipal parkland, or to acquire property that can be converted into parks and other outdoor recreational uses.  Grants issued through the program cover up to 70 percent of a project’s total cost, with the percentage determined by the state based on a formula that considers income and other local demographics.

