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Energy-saving programs available to Malden residents

April 30 is deadline to apply for fuel assistance through Energy Bucks
MALDEN — Senate Minority Leader Richard R. Tisei and State Representatives Christopher G. Fallon, Paul J. Donato and Stephen “Stat” Smith are encouraging Malden residents to contact Energy Bucks to see if they qualify for one of several energy cost-saving programs.
The Massachusetts Association for Community Action (MASSCAP) and the Low-Income Energy Affordability Network (LEAN) work with participating utility companies to offer Energy Bucks, an initiative that helps renters and homeowners manage their energy costs.  Among the programs offered are fuel assistance, utility discount rates and energy efficiency services, including home weatherization.
Fuel assistance funding is still available for income-qualifying residents who apply by the April 30 deadline.  Malden residents can determine if they qualify for assistance by calling 1-866-LESS-COST (1-866-5377-2678) or visiting the Energy Bucks website at www.energybucks.com.  Additional information is available by contacting Tri-City Community Action Programs, Inc. (TRI-CAP) at (781) 322-6284 or by e-mailing ebucks@tri-cap.org.
“Energy Bucks can provide significant relief to individuals and families who are struggling to pay their home energy bills,” said Senator Tisei.  “I would encourage all of my constituents from Malden to look into this program to see if they qualify for assistance.”
“The Massachusetts Association for Community Action (MASSCAP) and the Low-Income Energy Affordability Network (LEAN) are trusted organizations who for years have provided various types of relief to the people of Malden,” said Representative Fallon.  “I hope homeowners and renters inquire as to the availability of these funds.  They may be pleasantly surprised.”

“This is just another example of creative programs needed to help people in these tough economic times,” said Representative Donato.

“Energy bucks is a great resource that can provide assistance to qualified renters and homeowners in managing home energy costs,” added Representative Smith.
Through Energy Bucks, energy efficiency services are available to families at little or no cost depending on their income. Typically, a family of four can qualify for some form of assistance or energy efficiency services if their income is less than $4,124 a month.  For individuals, the monthly income cap is set at $2,144.

Energy Bucks can help families save up to 30 percent on their energy bills by insulating and weatherizing their homes, repairing or replacing a heating system, receiving discount rates for electric and gas, and installing energy efficient appliances.  The Energy Bucks website offers additional cost-saving tips for consumers.

Seven Massachusetts utility companies currently sponsor Energy Bucks, including National Grid, NSTAR Electric & Gas, Unitil, Western Massachusetts Electric, Berkshire Gas, Bay State Gas, and the Cape Light Compact.
