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Legislators announce release of private home care services directory
New guidebook can help Malden families find quality local providers 
MALDEN – Senate Minority Leader Richard R. Tisei, along with State Representatives Christopher G. Fallon, Paul J. Donato and Stephen “Stat” Smith, would like to alert their Malden constituents to the publication of a new guidebook designed to help families identify and access quality home care services within the community.

The Home Care Alliance of Massachusetts, a non-profit association of home care providers founded in 1969, has just released the 2009 Guide to Private Home Care Services: A Directory of Private Home Care Agencies in Massachusetts.  The directory provides a listing of reputable, professional home care providers by town and county as well as valuable information on how to choose and pay for home care.


“As the population continues to age, more and more families are confronted with difficult choices about how to best provide for the long term care needs of their loved ones,” said Senator Tisei.  “This new directory is an invaluable resource that can help guide families through the process of choosing a private home care provider so more seniors can maintain their independence without being forced into a nursing home.”
“State funding for quality home care services, as opposed to Medicaid reimbursement, is a national trend allowing our seniors to continue to live at home and receive the appropriate services at home, as a matter of dignity,” noted Representative Fallon.  “This publication will provide families with much needed information to assist them in making very difficult decisions.”

“The more information available to the public, the greater the opportunity to make an informed decision, especially on such emotional issues as elder care,” said Representative Donato.  “This directory is a great resource for such information.”
“The guide is a wonderful resource for families to find information to assist in the sometimes daunting task of 
caring for older family members at home,” added Representative Smith.
According to the National Family Caregivers Association (NFCA), Massachusetts has more than 650,000 caregivers who log an estimated 697 million caregiving hours per year.  However, many families are unfamiliar with the different levels of care that are available, where they can find a reliable caregiver, and how they can pay for these services.  The Home Care Alliance’s new guide is designed to answer these and many other questions families may have.
“Home health care presents the ideal option for the elderly who wish to continue living at home where they are most comfortable and also to their children who want what is best for them ,” said Patricia Kelleher, Executive Director of Home Care Alliance.  “Our directory to private home care services is an excellent resource that allows families and individuals to choose a local agency that lets seniors retain the independence they cherish.”

To download or request a copy of the guide, please visit www.thinkhomecare.org.
