Malden to recieve state funding for road repairs
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Malden - Malden will be awarded $704,530 through the state’s Chapter 90 state transportation funding, according to Senate Minority Leader Richard R. Tisei, Rep. Stephen “Stat” Smith and Rep. Christopher G. Fallon.

The state issues the money each year, said Malden Mayor Richard Howard, and is traditionally used for road repair. This year’s funds represent the last installment of a three-year road program, which the city has been using along with money from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority to improve the water pipeline in Malden.

Howard said city engineers have identified the most deteriorating piping in the community and targeted them for the repairs. In addition to fixing the pipeline, the city has also been repairing the road surfaces as the work is completed. The Chapter 90 funds will go toward that aspect of the project: fixing pot holes, putting down new concrete, adding trees, and putting the street back together in the best fashion, said Howard.

“We are also working to eliminate as many lead lines as we can,” he said.

Crews have already been in the city over the last few weeks finishing up street repair projects from last year that weren’t completed before the end of the last construction season. Those streets include Bartlett and Belmont streets.

The streets slated for work using this year’s Chapter 90 funding include Granite Street, Cherry Street, Oakland Street, Linwood Street, Cleveland Street and Rockwell Street.

“Our cities and towns rely on the funding made available through the Chapter 90 program to help maintain local roads and bridges,” said Sen. Tisei. “With this money, the city of Malden will be able to move ahead with crucial infrastructure projects that will benefit all residents in the community.”

“I’m proud to have worked with the Malden delegation to bring this Chapter 90 funding to the city,” said Rep. Smith.

“This allocation by the commonwealth, along with the funding for road and bridge repair in the stimulus bills would enable the city to accomplish significant road and other infrastructure repairs,” said Rep. Fallon.

According to a press release from the state, the Chapter 90 program was created by the Legislature in 1973 to provide reimbursement to municipalities for road and bridge expenditures through the issuance of bonds. Funds may also be used for engineering services related to highway transportation enhancement, as well as the purchase of road building machinery and equipment.

Last year, Chapter 90 funding increased by $30 million to $150 million. This year, despite the tough economic times, the state was able to maintain that funding level under the terms of the 2008 Transportation Bond Bill.

“Chapter 90 funding is allocated each year based on a set formula that takes into account the total population, employment levels and number of miles of local roadways within each community,” read the release. “By announcing the funding awards now, cities and towns will be able to take full advantage of the upcoming construction season.”

