


Chairman, Committee on Steering, Policy, & Scheduling

State House, Room 185, Boston, MA 02133
State House Office


Medford District Office

Tel: 617-722-2960. Fax: 617-722-2713
   Tel:  781 395-1683. Fax: 781 395-2871
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT: 
July  27, 2006

  



Susan M. Crowley








781-395-1683

MWRA ADVISORY BOARD PRAISES REPRESENTATIVES DONATO AND FALLON FOR RESTORING DEBT SERVICE ASSISTANCE 

For the second time in two months, the MWRA Advisory Board recognizes Representatives Paul J. Donato (D-Medford, Malden) and Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden) for their efforts in providing rate-relief to MWRA ratepayers.  Thanks in large part to their advocacy, the House over-rode the Governor's veto of the Commonwealth Sewer Rate Relief Fund and restored the $25 million allocation, which MWRA and other water and sewer districts draw debt service assistance from to stabilize wholesale rate increases.

Because of the action of both Representatives, final MWRA wholesale water and sewer rate increases were cut in half from 9.8%, to 4.9%.  “Representatives Donato and Fallon have long been advocates for issues impacting MWRA ratepayers” stated MWRA Advisory Board Executive Director Joseph Favaloro. 

"I felt strongly that it was critical to restore the debt service line item to provide our ratepayers with some rate relief" stated Representative Fallon.
The continued efforts of both Representative Fallon and Donato along with their fellow members of the MWRA Legislative Caucus have been a driving force behind the Advisory Board's success in advancing long-term rate stabilization.

"MWRA ratepayers have a strong advocate and voice in Representatives Donato and Fallon.  The Advisory Board looks forward to continuing to work with them to protect the interests of ratepayers" stated Joseph Favaloro.  

"I am pleased that we were able to over-ride the Governor’s veto of the debt service line item in order to provide our ratepayers with relief at a time when fees for other local services are going up," stated Representative Donato. 


The Advisory Board is comprised of representatives from each of the sixty MWRA-serviced communities.    
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