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Representatives Donato and Fallon Support Bill Strengthening In-Home Care for Seniors, Disabled 

Malden – State Representatives Paul J. Donato (D-Medford, Malden) and Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden) announced that the Massachusetts House of Representatives unanimously backed legislation to establish a consumer directory of qualified personal care assistants, giving senior citizens and people with disabilities improved access to quality in-home care.

Representative Fallon stated: “Under this legislation, senior citizens and disabled persons in my district who require daily assistance will have better access to quality in-home care.  It will enable seniors and disabled persons to remain at home where they can carry on with their daily routines with the support of a personal care attendant.  I am satisfied in knowing that this legislation will serve to enhance the lives of those individuals who need assistance throughout the City of Malden.”
The House-approved measure would create a six-member council, led by consumers, to oversee the management of the directory.  The council would also establish a back-up system to ensure that those who need assistants can access one when their primary assistant is unavailable.

“Seniors and people with disabilities who want to live at home but need help with their daily routines have struggled for years to find reliable, quality personal care,” said Donato.  “This legislation will give these individuals and their loved ones peace of mind and help more people maintain their independence in the settings where they’re most comfortable.”

Additionally, in an effort to address the dual issues of low pay and lack of employment benefits that contribute to high turnover rates, the legislation would provide caregivers with the option to unionize.  Reducing turnover will make it easier for consumers to find quality care.
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