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Representative Fallon Sponsors War Bonuses
Wednesday, April 6, 2005         

                                     PLEASE CONTACT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                          
     TARA MURPHY (617) 722-2430
BOSTON, MA – Representative Christopher Fallon (D-Malden), has sponsored a bill that would provide veterans of the Commonwealth who have served in both the Iraq and/or Afghanistan conflicts a war bonus. This bill, which has been referred to the Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs, states that the Treasury of the Commonwealth will allot $1,000 to each veteran who performed active service outside the continental limits of the United States in the Afghanistan or Iraqi areas as described by proper federal authorities; also $750 will be given to each veteran who performed active duty within the continental limits of the United States or without the continental limits of the United States other than the Afghanistan or Iraqi areas for a period of six months or more.  The term “active service in the armed forces” does not include training in the Army National Guard or Air National Guard or for training as a reservist in the armed forces of the United States. The veteran has to be discharged or released under honorable conditions, and has to have established residency within the Commonwealth for at least six months prior to the time of entry into the service.
This bonus may also extend to any commissioned officer, warrant officer or person enlisted for an indefinite enlistment serving in the armed forces of the United States, who otherwise would not be entitled to the war bonus solely for the reason that he or she has not received a discharge or release and who has served in the armed forces in active service for not less than three years since July 1, 1995. This bonus may also be given to those veterans who served on active duty less than six months since July 1, 1995 and who have been discharged or released due to a disability or disease incurred in the line of duty, or were killed or died of injuries while serving on active duty.
