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HOUSE UNANIMOUSLY APPROVES FAR-REACHING LEGISLATION TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Bill Is End Result of More Nearly Two Years of Research, Deliberation

State Representative Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden), State Representative Paul Donato (D-Malden/Medford) and State Representative Stephen “Stat” Smith (D-Malden/Everett) announced the House of Representatives passed significant legislation to toughen the laws meant to protect our most vulnerable children from abuse and neglect and ensure that children’s protection is at the top of the state’s agenda with a new cabinet secretary dedicated solely to child welfare.

The bill also requires a comprehensive five-year plan to take on the tough issues in child welfare as identified by Speaker Salvatore F. DiMasi’s House Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect last year – from racial disparities and mandated reporting to family engagement models and Department of Social Service caseloads. In addition, the bill establishes minimum educational requirements for social workers and their supervisors, orders training of mandatory reporters and increased criminal penalties.

“After many rigorous hearings, the special Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect offered recommendations to reform the DSS system and today the House stood united to adopt those recommendations.  This bill will set the Commonwealth on a course to heightened oversight and increased protection for the most state’s most vulnerable children,” said Representative Fallon. (D-Malden)

“As one who was in the system as a youngster, this bill was one that was important to me personally.  As a member of the Commission, I would like to thank Speaker Dimasi first, for establishing this Commission and secondly, for appointing me. I also thank the members of the Commission for their hard work and I am proud of my House colleagues for their support” said Representative Donato. (D-Malden/Medford)

“I am proud that I was able to vote in favor of this bill.  This issue required immediate legislative action to protect our children from this increasing dilemma” said Representative Smith. (D-Malden/Everett)

“The House took bold action for those who most need our help – our most vulnerable children,” said Speaker DiMasi, the lead author of the legislation. “This bill is a bold and significant step forward to protect our children from the horrific cases of abuse and neglect that, for far too long, have become commonplace in our neighborhoods and on the front pages of our newspapers.”

“This legislation is the first step down a path to serious reform.  The House passed this bill in order to promote the safety and wellbeing of our most at risk children and to take a system that is now fragmented and install a cohesive organization in its place,” said Representative John Rogers (D-Norwood), chairman of the special Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect.  

The bill, which now proceeds to the Senate, is the result of nearly two years of detailed research, extensive public hearings and debate that was prompted by the horrific details of the abuse allegedly endured by 11-year-old Haleigh Poutre of Westfield. 
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